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Since tlie last instalment of tins l^aper ai>pearetl, two impurUiufc 
contribtitious to the ornitfiology of Siam hav^e been publislietb 
tliose of Mr, H. C. Ilobinson, m.r.o.u.j c.al^^*s., “ On Birds collected hy 
Mr. C. Boden Kloss, iMccns., m.r.o.u., on the Coast and Islands of 
Sou til-Ills tern Siam/' wliicli appeared in the Ihis for October 1915, 
pp. 7l8-7(3i| and Count Nils Gyldenstolpe^a ** Zoological Results of the 
Swedisli Zoological Expeditions to Siam, 1911^12 and 1914-15, Part iV, 

Birds II/' published in the KuufjL Svenska VetemJfapsakaderaien^ Hand’- 
Imgar, Band 56, No. 2, 1916* The former records 100 species obtained 
dining a short expedition in which, as explained by the author and the 
collector in the introduction to the Paper, the collection of birds was 
only a secondary object — the principal purpose of Mr, Kloss’ visit being 
the investigation of the island races of mammals. Nevertheless, some 
interesting specimens were procured. The latter Paper deals with the 
353 species obtained or observed during Count Gyldenstolpe's two 
lengthy visits to Siam, and is the most important accouut of any 
collection of Siamese birds which has yet been publisiied. 

In the i n trod lie toiy re marks to the first part of the present 
Paper it was stated that tlie classification and nomenclature of the 
species to be described would be those adopted in the Fauna of British 
India — Birds^ by Oates and Blanford, and that the uiinibers in brackets, 
preceding the names of the birds, would be those given in that work. 
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Further, lliat species iiofc iiichulefl In the IVeltHhmarfj List of Btrdi 
of Banfjkok (nde VoL 1, No, I of this Journal, pp. 41-48)j would be 
marked with an asterisk (*). For tlm sake of iitiiforniity this arrange- 
luent will ba continued, but as, in the interval, the einplojuiieiit of the 
trinomial system of nomenclature has made considerable progress, and 
as a number of the bir<ls still to be dealt with in tliis Paper have been 
accorded subspecitic rank in receiifc coutribiitions to the ornithology of 
Siam, a brief synonomy will hereafter be given in the case of every bird 
recorded by otlier collectors. For the sake of brevity, Count Gylden- 
stoli)e*s two Papers published in the KtmfjL !Svenska ]~eleiiskaps tka- 
thiiiiem llaufUinf^ar, Jiand bO, No, S, UU3, and Band oti, No, 2, 1916, 
will be quoted as " Gyldetistolpe 1913” and Gyldenstoipe UHG/' 
respectively. 

Fainily TCIWIDJ'I—Ghai^j Robins, Thrushes, etc. 

it) (610). Pratincola maura (Pali.) The Indian 
Busk- Chat. 

tfirfifitffti Oyldc'ustdlpc 1 ^ 1 pK SO ; td, 191G, 

p, 5L 

Vescfipliun. IjCiigth about 127 mm, (o in.}, Mcde^ Head 
and neck all round black j back also black, but witli ( in winter plu¬ 
mage) rufous margins to the feathers, giviug a mottled appearance, 
wliich, however, disappears as the season advances and the rufous 
edges get worn ; rump and ujiper tail-coverts white, sometimes suf¬ 
fused with nifous ; wing dark brown, with a white pafccli caused by the 
innermost wiug-coverts—the quills being edged with rufons on the 
outer webs aud ti[>s ; tail blackish brown to black ; a large white patch 
on tile side of the neck ; bieast orange-rnfous ; remaimler of lower 
plumage paler rufous. Female* Whole upper plumage brown (with 
rufous margins to the feathers), except the upper tail-coverts which 
are pale rufous j no white patch on the side of tlie neck ; wings and tail 
as in the male; chin and throat pale fulvous; remainder of lower 
phi mage orau ge-ful vous. 

Iris dark brown. Bill, legs, leet and claws blackish brown to 

black. 

Ifahite, etc. This is a cold weather visitor to Bangkok, and 
occurs lie re, so far as my observations go, from October to April, It 
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is to be found in the more open parts of the suburbs and in the sur¬ 
rounding fields, and has a liabit of perching on the (op of an}" con¬ 
venient stalk or tuft of grass, tow bush or fence. My experience is 
that it is a vvaiy little bird, and difficult to approaclu Like all Chats, 
it feeds entirelj^ on insects, wliicli it takes on the ground, and then 
returns immediately to its post of observation, 

Biainbuimi. Tliis bird is probably to be found in suitable 
localities, in the cold weather, throughout the country. Besides Bang¬ 
kok, where it is fairly common, it lias been obtained by Cyldenstolpe 
from Eastern, Sort hern and Peninsular Siam, 

41 (G50). Calliope camtschatkeuBis (OmeL) The Common 

Rnh//-throat, 

Descriptmi. Leiigtli about 152 mnn (G in.), ^faie. Wfiole 
upper plumage olive-brown, tlie head slightly darker : a line from (lie 
forehead over the eye wlnte : lores and partly under the eye black ; a 
broad monstachial streak white ; throat and foreneck scarlet—the scarlet 
patcli, in the case of fully adult birds, being bordered by black ; upper 
breast greyish brown, paler on the lower breast and tlie sides of the 
body 3 abdomen and under tail-covert a whitish. Fettutle, Differs from 
the male chieRy in having the lores dusky brown instead of black : the 
monstachial streak olive-brown and not wliite ; and the throat and 
foreneck whitish instead of scarlet. 

Iris dark brown* Bill dark horn-colour, except the gape and the 
base of the lower mandible, wliicli are dull whitish. Mouth dusky 
flesh-colour. Legs and feet dusky flesli-colour, paler on the hinder 
portion of the tarsus and on tlie soles. Claws horn-colour. 

Hahits, t&c, A cold weather visitor, of which I have obtained a 
few specimens in the months of January to March, The bird is a 
great skulker and keeps to the ground in the cover of thick bushes 
and undergrowth, so is difficult both to observe and obtain. It is, t 
believe, entirely insectivorous. The brilliant red throat of the males is 
a most distinctive and attractive feature of tlie colouration of tliis 1>ird, 
but owing to its retiring habits it is, iinfortuuatel 3 \ never seen unless 
carefully sought for in its haunts. 

Bisirihutwn. I recorded this species in 1014 ( Journ^ A. IL 8, 
Siam I, p, 44 ) and have obtained a specimen or two every year since 
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then, but it does not appear to Imve been procured or observed by any 
other collector in Siam, and I m 3 \self have not met with it outside 
Bangkok. The bird must, of course, occur in otker parts of tlie coun¬ 
try also, in the cold weather, but it escapes observation owing to its 
skulking disposition. 

42 (6G3). Copsychns saularis (kinii,). The Magpie-Eohin. 

Cop^yckm saulani^, GjldeuKtolpe 1913, p, S9 ; Churdnei', Jouni. N. H. 

S. Siam 1, p. 149. 

CQp.^pchus mnhms Gjldenstol|ir 1916 , p. 50 . 

K 

Siamese, wnn-mu (Nok king-khen). 

BescTijdiofU l^ength about 203 mm. (Sin.). Male. Head, 
neck, breast and upper plumage glossy black ; abdomen, sides of body 
and under tail-coverts white; wing brownish black—the last two 
secondaries witli a considerable amount of white on the outer webs, 
and the wing-coverts also largely white; inefliau two pairs of tail 
feathers black, tim next pair with the base and a variable amounfc 
of the inner (and sometimes also tlie outer) web black—the remaining 
pairs with a decreasing amount of black, the outermost pair usually 
liaving only a trace of that colour on the extreme base of tlie feathers^ ; 
under wlng-coverts and axlllaries usually white, with ashy bases 
and centres varying in extent, but in some specimens the central 
and basal portions of the feathers are almost black. Female. \¥hole 
upper plumage dark brown, glossed with bkiisli ; wings and tail dark 
brown, with white distributed ns in the male ; chin, throat, breast and 
sides of neck dark grey; middle of abdomen whitish; remainder of 
abdomen, skies of body and under tail-coverts pale fulvous ; under wing- 
coverts and axillaries as in the male. 

Iris brown. Bill black. Begs dark plumbeous. Claws born 

colour* 

Uabiis^ This is the familiar black and white bird, which is 
a permanent resident here and to be found in every Bangkok garden, 
[t is a good songster and also has some fine whistling noteSj its song 
being usually uttered from the topmost twig of a tree, the ridge of a 
roof or other elevated point of vantage, and it is particularly vocal 

* The colnuration of the tail-feathers, Iwve given, is described from a 
dozen Bangkok speolineuji in my possession. It dilTcrs, in several pailienlars, 
from the deseriplioti to he fnnml in tlie Fftnym of Birds I f, p 117, 


jouRX- yyw HIST. sac. sum. 




THE BIRDS OF BANGKOK. 


189 


towards evening. The ^ragpie-Kobin is also one of the first birds to 
commence calling in the morning, and 1 have, on man)^ occasions, heard 
it litter a few notes well on in the night. For the rest, it spends much 
of its time on the ground, where it feeds on insects, and has a habit of 
taking a short run, every now and then, at the end of which, as well as 
when alighting on a perch, it elevates its tail perpendicularly. 

Bisirihuiion. To be found throughout the country in, and near, 
towns, villages and human habitations. 1 have not met with the bird 
in heav}^ forest—its natural habitat being light jungle or garden land. 
It would tliiis be absent also from treeless plains, 

43 (692). Petrophila solitaria (P.L.S. Mull.). The Eastern 
Blue Bock-Thrush, 

Petrophila solitaria, Uol)iur;on and Kloss, Ibis 1911, |). 61. 

Mofiticola solitarius jthilippensis, Gyldfnstolpe. Journ. N. H. S. Siam 
1, p. 170 ; Robinson, Ibis 1915, p. 752 , Gyldenstolpc 1916, p. 48. 

Description, Length about 241 mm. ( 9.5 in. ). Adult male. 
Whole upper plumage, with neck and breast, dull blue, paler on the 
throat, lower back and upper tail-coverts—most of the feathers being 
tipped whitish and with a siibterminal black bar ; quills and tail 
blackish, edged with bluish and with each feather very narrowly tijiped 
whitish ; vent, under tail-coverts, axillaries and under wing-coverts 
chestnut, the same colour sometimes extending to the abdomen. Fe¬ 
male and immature male. Whole upper plumage very dull blue, most 
of the feathers being edged whitish and with a black subterminal bar, 
as in the adult male ; quills and tail dark brown, edged with dull bluish 
and tipped whitish ; whole lower plumage and the sides of the head and 
neck pale buffy white, each feather subterminally edged with black ; 
under wing-coverts, axillaries and under tail-coverts suffused with 
rufous and irregularly barred with black. In the immature male the 
abdomen is also sometimes more or less rufous. 

In both sexes the whitish tips and subterminal bars to the 
feathers become abraded towards the end of winter, and the plumage 
becomes more uniform in appearance. Further, according to Oates 
( Fauna, British India, 13irds II, p. 146 ), the amount of chestnut on 
the lower parts varies, being generally present on the under tail- 
coverts, and only in a few cases extending to the abdomen (? and under 
wing-coverts) in varying quantities, lie adds that birds in typical 
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plumage ( Le., with the abdomen fully chestnut} are only found ii3 
Japan and the islands of the China seas. In the two specimens I have 
obtained, one ( an apparently fully adult male, from Sriracha, South¬ 
eastern Siam) has rufous only on the vent and under tail-coverts, 
while in the other (a younger male, from Bangkok), tlie vent, under 
tail-coverts and under wIng-coverts and axillaries are bright chestnut, 
and traces of tliat colour extend up the abdomen. Oates further 
states that the cause of this variation is not known, but may bo 
attributed either to climatic reasons or to the interbreeding of this and 
the next species, Peirophtla CijantiB. 

TlahiU, cf c. Tills is a cold weatlier visitor to Siam, from Japan 
and Northern China. It is fond of perching on the roofs of houses and 
on posts in gardens, and 1 have seen a Blue Rock-Thrush, either of this 
or the next species, on the rocks near the sea at Koh Lak, in Peninsular 
Siam. The bird is usually found BOlitary, and not only do its habits make 
it easy to observe, but my experience is that it has little fear of mam 

Distrihittion. Recorded from Northern, Centra!, Southern-eastern 
and Peninsular Siam* Judging by the number of specimens obtained 
in the several divisions of the country, as noted in the Papers quoted 
in the synonjuiiy, it appears to be commonest in South-eastern Siam, 
and to be rather rare elsewhere* This is certainly the case in Bangkok, 
where i have only obtained this bird once, in January, 

44 ((>93)* Petrophila cyaous (Linn.). The Blue 

Bock- Thrush, 

Monlkoh vt/it/ifaj Gyldeiistolpe, Journ. N, S H. Siam I, p. ]70j id ^ 
1916, p* 47* 

Bescripiiotu Ijength about 241 mm. ( 9.5 in. ). In both sexes 
the colouration is very similar to that of R soiitaria, described above, 
but without any trace of chestnut or rufous on the under parts. 

Habitst cte. Precisely similar to those of the precediug species, 
than which, however, it is much commoner, though not by any means 
plentiful. I have obtained altogether five specimens here, during the 
months of January and February, and one at the beginning of April, 
besides a few more in other parts of the country, from October to 
Februarj". 

DistHhution, Recorded, up to the present, only from Northern, 
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Central and Peninsular 8iani, bat I Imve also procnreil it at f^riraclia, 
ill South-eastern Siam. 

Family PLOCmo^E —Weaver-birds and Manias. 

45 (721). Ploceus megarhynchus, Hume. The Easiern 
Bay a or Weaver-bird. 

Ploceu^- Gairdiier, Jourii. H. S, Siam I, p- 149. 

PhceuK pusi'-ennus hi/ifti Gyldeustuliie 19l6r 28. 

A 

Siamese, un niPiLl ViQLVinfl'5 (Nok kra-chab hua-liiaiig). 

Description. Length about 162 mni, (Ciin). MaU in iL'inieTj 
and fetnale ai all seasons. Upper plumage fulvous streaked wifcli brown, 
narrowly on the head and neck, more broadly on the back—the streaks 
becoming obsolete on the rump and upper tail-coverts; (|uiils and tail 
dark brown, each feather edged with fulvous, the edges of the primaries 
and tail-feathers being aUo tinged with greenish ; sides of the head 
fulvous brown ; whole lower plumage fulvous, darker on the breast and 
Hanks. 2fale in suimmr. Forehead, crown and nape briglib yellow ; 
sides of headj as well aa chin and throat dark brown; breast tawn}^ 
j^aling to ftihmiis or albescent on the abdomen. 

Iris brown. Bill; male, in winter, and female, at all seasons, 
brownish horn-colour, except base of lower mandible which is yellowish ; 
male, in summer, black. Legs pale flesh-colour. Claws pale pinkish 
horn-colour. 

Habits^ &c. The Weaver-birds are highly gregarious, breeding 
in company in the summer, and being found in large flocks at other 
seasons. In Bangkok this bird is chiefly in evidence from April (when 
the male assumes its yellow crowiij to nearly the end of the rains, as 
it is then busily engaged in building operations, and its long, hanging 
nests, usually suspended from the tips of branches, over water, 
are familiar to most residents in this cit 3 \ While the nest-building is 
going on (and there appear to be a succession of broods during the 
breading season) the birds keep up a constant chatter, and as the nests 
are iiearh" alwaj^s in colonies, the volume of sound is sometimes con¬ 
siderable. These birds are quite fearless, and seem to be almost obli- 
vioiis of the presence of man—^a group of nests being often seen on a 
tree of no particular size within a few feet of a house. 
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1 do not know whether this bird ( and the remark also applies 
to the next species) remains in the neighbourhood of Bangkok diinug 
the winter* Personallyj I have not met with it earlier in tlmt season 
than February* 

DistnhiiUoit. Up the present only recorded from Northern, 
Central and Western Siam. Gyldenstolpe remarks {op. cit Rtqmi, p. 29) 
tliat tlie Eastern Baya is apparently rather rare in Siam, but tliis is 
certainly not tlie case as regards Bangkok* Daring the summer (April 
to September) it is one of tlie commonest birds to be found in places 
suitable for its breeding, and I have had dozens of specimens, besides 
immerous nests and clutches of eggs* I have also found the bird 
breeding in some numbers at Ayiithia (about 45 miles north of Bang' 
kok) in July, and Mr* K> G. Gaircluer obtained, three last year, which 
were shot in February at llaheng (in the northern part of Central 
Siam ), out of a flock of from 100-200 indivkluals, feeding in long 
grass on the river bank. 

46 (723\ Ploceue manyar (Horsf). The Sb'ialed Weaver- 

InnL 

Fltmm mmyy^fr Gykleastolpe I9l6, \k 29. 

Siamese, w ni: <^11] MQ IViom On tno {Nok kra-chab 
hua-luang ok-lai). 

Descripiiion, Length about 140 inm. ( 5,5 in, ), Male mwinler, 
and femtle at all (reasons. Upper plumage dark brown, each feather 
being edged with fulvous, giving a streaked appearance ; quills and tail- 
feat liers dark brown, the former edged with greenish yellow, the latter 
with pale yellowish ; supercilium and a narrow patch behind the ear- 
coverts yellow ; cheeks brown ; lower plumage fulvous, pale on the 
chin, throat and abdomen—the feathers of the breast and flanks being 
streaked with dark browm down the centre of eacli feather.*^ Male in 
summer. Forehead, crown and nape bright yellow ; no yellow super- 
ciliuin, or patch behind the ear-coverts ; sides of head, as well as cheeks, 
chin and throat blackish brown. 

Iris brown. Upper mandible; male, in winter, and female, at 

* The ileicriiuiaii above given, wliicli is taken from birds obtained in 
naiiffkok, differs, lo some CJfteiit, from ihiit in the Fta/j^a of India. 

Birds IL p. 179. 
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all seasons, liorii-colour ; lower mandible yellowish ; whole bill of male, 
ill summer, dark horn-colour, except base of lower mandible which is 
paler. Legs pinkish to dusky flesh-colour ; claws horn-colour. 

Tlahits, &c. Veiy similar to those of the last species, except 
that the nests are built in high grass, as well as on trees. In both 
cases a situation in close proximity to water appears to be almost 
invariably selected, and when placed in grass the nests are suspended 
from the extremities of a number of blades drawn together. Compared 
with those of P, inetjarkiincUus, the nests of this species are very short» 
being only about 228 mm. (8 in.) in total length, against as much as 
838 mm. (33 in.), for the former ; they are, therefore, much less con¬ 
spicuous, even when placed in trees, which is, 1 think, the exception. 

*17 (72i)). Munia atricapilla (Vieill.). The Chestnut- 
helUed Munia. 

Muuiti alrimpitln nihi (ivldeiistolpc HUG, p. 27. 

Description. Length about 114 mm. (4.5 in.). Whole head, 
neck and upper breast black ; remainder of plumage chestnut, brighter 
and deeper on the rump and upper tail-coverts, and inclined to blackish 
on the middle of the abdomen and the under tail-coverts. 

Iris dark brown. J3ill leaden blue. Legs dark plumbeous. 

Distribution, So far, apart from llangkok, in Central Siam, 
this bird has only been recorded from the Northern portion of the 
Kingdom, but 1 have obtained it from Bangnara, in the extreme south 
of the Peninsular division of this country. As to its occurrence in 
Bangkok, it may be noted that in 1915 I added this bird to the 
list of local species {Journ, N. II. S, Siam I, p. 198), on the 
strength of information furnished by Mr. E. G. Herbert, who stated 
that he had seen it more than once in his compound on the west side 
of the rivei*, and had shot it on Klong Dakhanong, a little further 
south. The fact may also be mentioned that Flower (Ibis 1898, 
p. 323) has recorded that he once saw a bird in his garden in 
Bangkok, which he believes was of this species. As, however, the 
Chestnut-bellied Munia is common in the bird-shops here, it is 
possible that the specimens observed at large may have been escapes 
from captivity. Personallj% I have not come across the bird, nor have 

N 

my collectors obtained it, in this locality. 
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IS (727). Uroloocha acuticauda (Jlodgs.). Hodgson*s 

Mitnia, 

Mtitn'fi acHlirffaflif, Ogilvie-Giniit, Futn\ ^lalny: Biiils (IDO5), p. (jD ; 
llubiiisjun, .foiirn, h\ M. S. Mujs. V. (1!)15), p. 151* 

Uraifmchft iu'uiiirfut/ti, CGlilmistolpe lOlP^ p. 40, 

SiamesGj un fiCT (Xok kra-thi). 

Deficriidiotu Leiigtli about 114 mm, (4,5 hi.). Whole ujiper 
phtiiiage dark brown, with a band of white across the rump, and 
with the edges of tlie upper tail-coverts pale—^the shafts of all the 
leathers of the upper plumage being white ; wings, the feathers round 
the bill, and the cbiiL throat and upper breast blackish brown; remain¬ 
der of tJie breast dark brown, with pale margins and wiiita shafts to the 
fentliers ; abdomen and sides of the body wliitish, mottled with brown ; 
thighs and under tail-coverts chocolate-brown, with wliite shafts. 

Iris reddish brown to dull red ( dark brown—Oates). Upper 
mandible blackisli, lower inaudible bluish plumbeous. Legs dark 
plumbeous. Claws dusky horn-colour. 

Jlalnls, ek. This is a resideiit bird, and is not uncommon. 
It appears to breed from .January to August or September, as I 
liave seen nests, or taken eggs, at intervals, during those mouths* 
The nest is a large one, for the size of the birdj and is an un¬ 
tidy, domed structure, made of dried grass-stems, with a hole at the 
side, and is placed either in the fork of a tree, at no great lieight from 
the ground, or in creepers, Ac., against the side of a house. When 
not breeding, this Mania assembles in small flocks. Its note is a 
rather sliort chr-chr, 

JJisinindion, Northern, Central and Peninsular Siam. Not 
yet recorded from the Western or South-eastern parts of the countiy. 

49 (735), Uroloneha punetulata (Lmu,)* 27ie Spotted 
Muma, 

puntiuhtla ^^tihuitthdtda^ Oyidensioipe 1910, p* 28* 

Siamese, nfl njmiJ to VIW (NoU kra-cbab khi-mn). 

Description. Length 123 mm, (4,8 in.). Upper plumage dull 
chocolate-brown, with the shafts of the feathers whitish : lo%ver rump 
p der and with whitish edges to the feathers; tail brown; wings 
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clioeolate-brown^ the oiitei" webs dull mfous; sides of the head^ cliin 
and throat rich chestnut; lower plumage brown (each feather with a 
white centre-line and sixboiarginallj- bordered witli white ), except the 
middle of the lower portion of the abdomen, which is uniform fulvous- 
white; under tail-coverts fulvous-white, with brown subterminal 
borders to the feathers* 

Iris reddish brown* Bill blachish, except the base of the lower 
mandible, which is bluish plumbeous. Legs plumbeous. Claws honi- 
Goloiir. 

TlahiU, etc* Yevy similar to those of the last species, but it is 
miicli the coiumouer of tlie two* The bird is a resident one here, ami 
when it once becomes established in a locality, is seldom absent from 
it* In iny garden, for instance, it is nearly always to be foiimb 
but I believe there are parts of Bangkok (to all appearances equally 
suitable) where the bird is seldom or never seen* It breeds prac¬ 
tically the whole year round. The nest is of the same type as that of 
IL aouticmtda, but perhaps somewliat larger, and the bird is even more 
partial to creepers on houses and arbours than its congener. Its note 
is a weak and rather long chee-chee, uttered both while flying and when 
at rest* In fllglit the wings are vibrated very rapidly. 

Dislrihuiion* Recorded, so far, only from Central and Peninsular 
Siam, but I have also obtained it at Sriraclia, in the South-eastern 
portion of the country, 

Fam i 1 y FRIYGILLIDjE —Fi n eh es * 

50 (779). Passer montanus (Linn.) Tree-Spar row. 

P(tsm‘ miwtanu^, Ogilvie-Griuit, Fase* Malay* Birds (1005), p 70; 

Barton, Jonnn X* H* S. Siniu 1, p, 106. 

Pimer monhinm muheeenMfS, Gyldeiistolpe 1913, p* tl; id. 1016, p. 20. 

Siamese, m nx: Liu (Nok kra-chok ban). 

Poseripiiofu Length about 140 mm, (5.5 iu*)* Upper part of 
head, from forehead to nape, vinous chestnut; sides of face and neck 
white, with tlie exception of the lores, the feathers under the eyes and 
a patcli under the ear-coverts, which are black ; chin and throat black ; 
lower plumage ashy, paler on the abdomen, and tinged with fulvous on 
the breast; Ranks, tliighs and under tail-coverts brownish fulvous ; 
back and scapulars pale chestnut, with the inner webs of most of the 
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feathers largely black; lesser wing-coverts clnll cliesfcnnt; median 
coverts black, edged with white ; greater coverts blackish, edged with 
pale chestnut and tipped with whitish ; quills dark brown, edged with 
rufousj narrowly on the primaries and more broadly on the inner 
feathers ; rump and upper tail-coverts pale cliestniit-brown ; tail brown, 
edged with pale nifons. 

Iris brown. Bill black. Legs flesb-colonr. Claws horn-colour. 

Bistnhuiion, Recorded by Ogilvie-Grant and Gyldenstolpe from 
Peninsular Siam and by the latter also from the Pastern and Central 
divisions. So far, the bird does not appear to liave been defiuitely 
reported from Nortliern or South-eastern Siam*, but I have observed it 
at iSiiraclia, in the last mentioned part of the country, 

RahiU, f&c. Tlie so-called Tree-Sparrow is the common House- 
Sparrow of Bangkok, where it is exceedingly abundant. This bird has a 
wide range over Europe, Africa and Asia, and its trivial name of Tree- 
Sparrow is probably'accounted for by the fact that in Europe it usually 
nests in trees, wh H‘eas in the East it generally builds in holes about 
bouses and otlicr buildings. This it oertainly does in Bangkok. 

51 (781). Passer flaveolus Blyth, TJif^ Pegu Si)arro?v. 

Jfat't'itifts, dyklenstolpc IfilG, p. 20. 

Siamese, in ( Nok kra-cbok pa ). 

BeRcriptiou. Length up to 152 ram. (6 in.), Male. The lores, 
chill and a broad stfipe down the throat black ; cheeks, oentre of 
abdomen, under tail-coverts and under wing-coverts yellow ; breast and 
flanks greenish grey ; a patch extending from the eye to the sides of 
the nape chestnut ; forehead, top of head, nape, and hind neck dark 
greenish grey ; back, scapulars and lesser wing-coverts chestnut—the 
feathers fringed with greenish grey ; lower back and rump greenish 
grey, slightly darker than ilie flanks; fail brown, edged wilJi 
dull greenish gre}!^; wing-feathers dark brown, edged with greenish- 
Female, The chin, throat, clieeks, a streak from the eye to tlie nape, 


* Gyldciistoipe certainly observes ( op. r/t, mpm 1913, p. 41 ) that tliis 

Sparrow is ‘‘very __over the whole country/- but in tlie si*parafe 

lists of species recfirdcd from the dilTercnt parts visited ( given on pages 
7-12 of tlie Paper), it only appears in those relating to Eastern and Central 
Siam, 
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aiicl fclie wliolo lower plumage, with tiie under wing*coverts, pale j^ellow, 
suffused witli dusk}^ on the breast and Ikiike ; the whole uj^per plumage 
liaii'-browii ; median wing-coverts dark Iji-own, edged witli 3 rellowisli ; 
greater wing-coverfcs and quills dark brown, edged with greenish browji; 
tail brown, narrow]}’- edged paler.’^ 

Iris brown. Bill black in adult male, horn-colour in female 
and immature male. Legs dusky olive to plumbeous Hesh-colour. 
Claws horn-colour. 

Bi$irlfiuiion. With the exception of mj' Bangkok record, this 
bird has apparently only been reported, up to the present, from 
Northern Siam, Gyldenstolpo remarks that it is ** ajiparentl}^ very 
rare and only confined to tlie Northern parts of the country- How¬ 
ever, Williamson records it from Bangkok, wliicli seems to me a little- 
doubt fuL'" As to tills I would observe tliat the bird is fairly common 
here, and that 1 liave bad altogether about 18 local specimens, and 
could have obtained main' more. I have also seen it at ^[uak-lek, in 
Eastern Siam, and shot a pair ( c? and 9 ) at Srlracha, in South-eastern 
Siam, in December, Tlie only parts of the country from wliieh it has 
not yet been reported are, therefore, the Western and Peninsular 
divisions, and these may be outside its range, as I tiave not been able to 
find any records of its occurrence in Tenasserim or the Malay Penin¬ 
sula. As this Sparrow is known to extend to Cochin-China (Faun. Brit* 
India, Birds II, p. 2d2), its ocenrrence in Bangkok and in South-eastern 
Siam appears quite natural. 

Ilaints, In common with the last species, this is a resident 
here, but is not so familiar a bird, being not only less numerous, but 
also more partial to plantations and copses, rather than houses. At 
the same time, it not infrequently enters our gardens, and 1 have on two 
occasions found it nesting there—^once, in Bangkok, in a hollow bamboo 
used for tlie scaffolding of a house under repair, and a second time 
under tlie ridge of the roof of a building in the compound of the rail¬ 
way station at Mimk-lek, in E is tern Siam. I liave generally observed 
this bird in pairs, and it is easily distinguished from its better-known 
congener by its brighter plumage, as well as by its louder and more 
pleasing notes. 

^ The description.^ hero givori dilTor to some extent From thase of Oaies 
in the Fanmt of Birds II, p. 242. 
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^52 (797)* Eiuberiza aureola, Pali* The YelJow^hfeasted 
Bunting, 

Kmhmza mireola, Ogiivie-Gmnt, Paso* Malay* Birds ( 1005 )* p. 70 ; 

Gylden^fcolpe* rJonni* N* II* S. *Siam 1, p, 171 ; id. 1916, p. SO* 

Description, Length 157 mm, ( 6-2 in. ), MaleinwmtcT^ Tlie 
whole upper plumage dull chestnut, each featlier inargLiiad with ashy ; 
tail brown, edged ashy, the outermost feathers with a broad diagonal 
wliite band across the inner web, tlie peimlbimate with a similar but 
narrower band t; median wlng-coyerts white; greater coverts dark 
brown, edged with chestnut-brown and tipped whitish ; quills dark 
brown, the primaries narrowl}- edged paler, and the inner wing- 
feathers broadly margined with pale chestnut-brown ; the sides of the 
head dull yellow mingled witli chest nut-brown; the whole lower 
plumage 3 ’ellow, with a chestnut band across the breast, and the sides 
of the body streaked with chestiuit-brown—the under tail-coverts be¬ 
ing veiy pale wliitisli yellow, Male in moimer. In tlie spring the 
ash}^ margins of the leathers of the upper plumage become abraded 
and the general colour becomes a rich maroon-cli estnut; the pectoral 
hand also becomes broader and of a deeper cliestiuit, while the fbreliead, 
anterior part of the crow 11 ^ lores, ear-coverts, cheeks, chin and a small 
part of the throat become deep black. Fcmde, Head chestnut- 
brown, with dark brown streaks ; nape and back of neck oliye-brown, 
Muth indistinct brown streaks; back olive-brown with broad dark 
brown streaks ; rump pale chestnut, edged with grey; upper tail- 
coverts and tail brown, with white on the outer tail-feathers as 
in the male ; median and greater Mung-coverts dark brown, edged 
with whitish ; quills brown—the primaries narrowljr tipped and edged 
paler on the outer webs, and the remaining feathers more broadly 
edged with pale rufous-brown ; sides of head mixed brown and j^ellow- 
ish white ; chin and throat whitish ; breast and abdomen yellow, with 
an indistinct brown band across the breast; under tail-coverts faint 
j^ollow, Tmmainre hir(h Very similar to the female, e.xcept that it 
has no chestnut tinge*on the head and rump, and that the whole 
breast is streaked with brown* 


f Tlie colouratinii of the tail feathers, liere given, is Imsecl on adult 
speeimeus in my possession* 
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ricli brown. Upper mandible dark lirown, lowei’ tlesliy horn- 
colour, Leg5 pinkish brown. Claws liorn-colour, 

DistriOiUioii. Xorfchern, Central and Peninsular Siaou It has 
nob yet b30ii recorded from the other divisions of the country, bub 
almost certainly occurs there in suitable localities, as it lias an extensive 
range in Eastern Asia, 

Habitsj &c. This bird is a winter visitor to Siam, and, in com¬ 
mon with other Buntings, is essentially a frequenter of lields, waste 
lauds and grass}' ]>lains, as it feeds on grains and seeds of various kinds. 
In Bangkok it is confined to the open parts of the suburbs, and appears 
to be rather rare, as 1 have only come across it twice, in small Hocks, 
in the month of April, Le., towards the end of its stay in this country. 
When disturbed in tbeir feeding grounds, the birds immediately fly in a 
flock to a convenient neighbouring tree or bamboo-clump. Outside 
Bangkok I have obtained the bird from Klong Eangsit and Samkok, 
both being places a little north of this City. At Samkok it was eoinmon 
in February in bamboo-clumps near dry rice-fields, 

Fam i 1 y IIIE UNDINIDJ^—Swa Hows. 

53 (,814.) Hirundo gutturaiis Scop- Tke Emlarn 

Swallow. 

Jfiriuah Ogilvic-Giaul, Fast:. Mahi}', Birds (1D05), p, SJ5, 

Vhriifhn ntsh'c^t. f/ultta aiis, G^ ldeustolpp, 1013, p, 41 : id, IDUi, p. 83. 

lEnmrJo i Uf^fiarf/utttuvIiSj Robinson, Ibis 1915, 742, 

Siamese, ufl 9 ifiu (Nok i-en). 

Descrq^ition, Length about 165 mm. (6,5 in A, Jr'orebead, chin 
and throat cliestnut; lores black ; upper plumage glossy purplisli blue ; 
quills and tail black snSused with purplish green, all the tail-feathers, 
except the oiiddle pairj with a white patch on tlie inner web ; sides of 
tlie head and neck and a broad pectoral band blacky but the chestnut 
of the throat encroaches on the pectoral band, and in many spacimens 
nearly severs it down the middle of the breast i lower plumage pale 
chestnut, becoming darker on the under tail-coverts,^ The outer pair 

^ This cIiGsfcimt sufFusion (which I have Found in all the birds F have 
exauiiued) is rharaeterisik oF //. ru-rfim l allier diau oF //. f/uttumUs, but in 
point oF sUe, and in the enrroaciimeut oF the eliestmit of the throat on the 
bhwk pectoral baud, the birds Found here resuiuble the latter species* Tliey 
thus appear to be an intermediate form. 
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of tail-featliers extend beyond tlie otiiers about i-3 miin ( L7 in.),* 

Iris dark brown. Bill black, Montli yellowish. Iiegs blackish 
brown 3 soles paler* 

DistrilyiUioUj JiecoiTled from all the divisions of the coiuitiy, 
except the Northern and Western ones, but it must oecnr in them also. 

UaJnts, &e. This bird is a seasonal visitor to Bangkok, and 
occurs in great numbers from August to about the middle of May, 
but one year I saw two on the 23rd Jtdy. It is thus absent from 
Bangkok for two or three months onh^ Gyldenstolpe remarks that the 
bird is a winter visitor to Siam/’ but I thiidc there can be no doubt 
tliat some, at least, of them remain to breed in this coiintiy. In 1913 
1 foiiod tlie birds plentiful at Klong Rangsit, a few miles north of 
Bangkok, on the 29th ^lay, and again observed a fair number on J\oli 
Idiai, an island in the inner Gulf of Siam, on 17th Jiil 3 \ 

The Eastern Swallow is one of our most familiar birds, and 
nearly always be looked for either on the wing, hawking for the 
niiimte insects on which it feeds, or sitting in long rows on the electric 
light wires along the road sides. As a rule it flies fairly low, ami is 
often to be seen skimming over the ground only a few feet above the 
surface* This it usually does over an open field, but I have freipiently 
observed it flying in and out among the traffic, in the busiest 
thoroughfares of the City, 1 liave only noticed the Swallow on the 
ground on one occasion, when a flock of them were disporting them¬ 
selves on tlie road in front of the Wireless Eration, and apparently 
picking up the grit from the surface. 

Family ilOTACILLWA^] — Wagtails and Pipits, 

51 (827), Motacilla leacopsis Gould, The Uhite-Jaixal 
WagtaiL 

niha G^ddeiistolpe 1913 41; id. 19 IG, p, 31. 

Dcscri^dion, Lengtli 197 mm. (7*75 in*). Summer phimage. 
The whole upper pluniiage, Including the lesser wing-coverts, deep 

^ 111 one spcoiiiitoi, wliicli I {jbtainrd on 9th NovcuiIhu* 1914, the 
hifuivaliou of the tjiii was about G8 uiiu- (2,7 in.), and the total Iviigt.li of the 
bird 210 imii, (8 2 in,)— measuremcnis widrh appioxiniaie lo those of //, 
rut^fica. 1 presented this bird to one of the Musemns iii Great Britain \n 1915, 
and have, iniforlmiatvly, iio note as to wliellicr the black pectoral hand was 
coijjplete or not. 
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black, except the forehead and anterior portion of the crovviij which^ 
together with the sides of tlie bead and neck, cheeks, chin and upper 
throatj are wiute ; lower throat, fore neck and upper breast black ; 
remainder of lower plumage white; median and greater wing-coverts 
white, except a small portion of t!ie inner webs; quills black, with 
the basal portion of the inner webs, and the edges oi the outer webs, 
white ; the four middle pairs of tail-feathers black, narrowly margined 
with white on the outer webs—tlie remaining feathers being white, 
with a varying amount of black at tlie base and outlie inner webs* 
Tiie whole back, rump and up[)dr tail-coverts be¬ 
come grey; the lesser wing-coverts grey mixed with black ; the lower 
throat and fore neck white instead of black, while the black on the 
upper breast is reduced to a crescentic patch. 

Iris brown. Bill black, the base of the lower mandible with a 
bluish tinge. Legs very dark brown. Claws dark horn-eolQur* 

Distrilmiio/u Appears to have been recorded only from Nor¬ 
thern and Central Siam, 

llahitSf dc. A cold weather visitor to Siam, In Bangkok tins 
species is evidently rare, as 1 have observer! it two or three times only, 
and have obtained but a single specimen here. This was shot on the 
tiled roof of the stable in niy compauml, in January, while the bird 
was running about, picking up insects. Outside Bangkok, 

I have obtained it at Samkok, 40 miles north, in a dry padi field on 
the 8tli Bebruaiy, and it is of interest to note that this specimen was 
in full summer plumage, Tiiis fact appears to support Gyldenstolpe's 
remark (op. ctL 1913, p. 41) that the bird seems to retire to its 
breeding places in Idistern Siberia and Cliina rather early”—that is, 
as he explains further, by or before the middle of l^Iarch, 

This and the next species are only found in open country, and 
on the bare banks of rivers, &c, 

bo (833). Motacilla borealis Sundev* The Gre/j-headed 
WagtaiL 

Mfttttcflla Ogih ie-Grant, Faso, iMahiy. MlwU (1905\ p, 71 ; 

Robinson and Kloss, Ibis 1911, p, 73; GyklousLolpo, tJouru, N. 11, 
S* Siam I, p, 171, 

Descripiioiu Length about 178 mm, ( 7 in,), Winter pfumeuja. 
The forehead, crown, nipe and hind neck bluish grey ; back and rLiiiip 
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dull olive-green ; upper tail-coverfcs dark brown with olive-green edges ; 
the four middle pairs of tail-feathers black, narrowly edged with pale 
olivaceous, the two outer pairs white, with a varying amount of dark 
brown on the inner webs ; quills dark brown, margined with pale ful¬ 
vous or greenish ; lores, cheeks and ear-coverts dark slaty black ; the 
whole lower plumage yellow, tinged with ochraceous across the breast, 
and with the dark bases of the feathers of that part showing through, 
giving a mottled appearance* Male in plumage. The fore¬ 

head, crown, nape and hind neck dark slaty grey ; back and rump 
yellowish green ; margins of the wing-feathers pale greenish yellow; 
whole lower pliiuiage bright yellow, with the dark bases of the feathers 
on the breast frequently showing througli. Female in mmm&r plu- 
nmfje. The upper green parts duller than in the winter ; the crown 
and nape browner, with a greenish tinge ; lores, cheeks and ear-coverts 
brown, not black ; and a pale fulvous supercilium* 

Young birds have the entire upper pUimage brownish grey, 
tinged with bluish on the rump ; upper tail coverts dark brown, edged 
with grey ; margins of wing-feathers whitish ; a white supercilium ; lores 
and ear-coverts brown ; lower plumage vvliite, with a broad brownish 
gorget across the breast. 

Iris dark brown. Bill dark brown, with base of lower man¬ 
dible yellowish or greenish. Legs and claws dark brown, soles paler. 

Disirihuiion. Recorded, so far, only from Northern, Central and 
Peninsular Siam. 

llahiis^ ifcc. This is also a cold weather visitor, but it is much 
commoner in Bangkok than the last species, ami I have obtained 
specimens from November to May. It is to be found in the fields and 
market gardens round Bangkok, and appears to be partial to moist 
spots, or those in the vicinity of water. 

56 (839), Limonidromiis indicua (Gmel.). Tlie Forest- 
Wagtail. 

Lhnmidromnt^ indicu&^ Robinson and Klosa, Ibis 1911, p, 73 ; Oylden- 
stolpe 1913, p. 42; id* 1916, p. 32. 

BescripHon, Length about 165 mm* (6.5 in*)* Upper plumage 
dull olive-green—the upper tail-coverts blackish; a aupercilium from 
the bill to the nape, the cheeks, chin, throat and all the lower plumage 
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pale yellowish whiter with the exception of two black bands across the 
breast, the upper one entire* the lower one broken in the middle; 
greater and median wing-coverts black, with pale yeilowish white tips, 
forming tw^o bands across tlie coverts ; quilU brown, the second or third 
to the seventh primaries with a i^atch of yellowish white on the outer 
web near the base; all the primaries and secondaries with a margin of 
yellowish white on a portion of the outer ^veb below the tip ; middle 
pair of tail-feathers the same colour as the back ; the next three pairs 
dark brown, very narrowly tipped with white ; the two outer pairs 
all white, except at the base, where they are brownish. 

Iris dark brown. Upper mandible dark brown, louder fleshy 
white. Legs pinkish flesh. Claws pale horn-colour. 

Dhtrihiiiion. Up to the present only recorded from Nortliern, 
Central and Pen insular Siam, but I ^hot a specimen on a forest path 
near Sairacha, South-eastern Siam, in October 1914, and last year my 
collector obtained one at Lat Bna Khao, in Eastern Siam, in September, 
The only division of the country from wdiicli this bird has not yet been 
definitely reported is, therefore, the Western one, but it is certain to 
be found there also. 

Tlahiis, This is also a winter visitor, and appears to be 
rather rare everywhere, though widely distributed* In Bangkok I 
have only obtained two specimens, both of wliich were shot in fruit gar¬ 
dens—one on tlie east side and the other on the west side of the river. 
The latter was on the ground when I first saw it, hut on being disturb¬ 
ed it flew on to a low branch of a tree* Its note was rather a weak 
one of two syllables, chu-chu^ The five specimens of wliieli I have re¬ 
cords were obtained between the middle of September and the middle 
of April, 

57 (845). Anthus richardi Vieill, EichartTs 
Anthus richanli strwlctiust Gjldenstolpe 1013, p. 42 ; id. lOlG, p. 32, 
Description. Length about 190 mm* (7.5 in.). Upper plumage 
fulvous-brown, the feathers centred with blackish, except on the rump, 
which is almost uni form ; wing-feathers dark brown, margined with 
fulvous; outermost pair of tail-feathers almost entirely wdiite, the 
penultimate pair brown, with a long oblique wliita streak on the inner 
web near the shaft—the outer web also being frequent I}’' white; the 
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remaining tail-featliersdark brown, with pale margins; snpevcilium and 
lower plumage pale fuivons, tlie sides of the throat and fore neck, and 
the whole breast, streaked with dark brown; fiauks darker fulvous, 
with a few indistinct darkish streaks. 

Iris darlv brown. Upper mandible dark brown, lower pale horn- 
colour, dusky at tip and yellowish liorii-colour at base. Mouth and 
gape yellowish. Legs pale Hesh-coloiir, with pinkish or yellowish tinge, 
soles paler. Claws horu-colour. 

Butvihntion, So far only reconled by (iyldenstolpe from 
Northern Siam, and by myself from the iieighboiii'liood of Bangkok, 
in the Central division of the country. 

llahiU^ etc. A winter visitor to Siam from Central and Northern. 
Asia. 1 have obtained it in Bangkok from November to May, when it 
is common in the open fields round tlm City. I believe tiiis Pipit is 
entirely a ground bird, wliere it feeds on insects by making rapid runs 
at them. 

58 (847)^ An thus rufulus Vieill. The Indian PiiM. 

Ogilvie-HrauL Fasr. ^lalay. Birds (]90o), p. 71; 

Gydoustolpe, Jo urn. N. 11. S. Siam I, p. 17 K 

Aiithns makaien-^ts^ Rohinsoii and Klo^s, Has 1911, p. 74. 

Affthufi rivhurdt imdatfenah^ Gyl.denstolpe 191G, p. Z2. 

Siamese, mu ( Nok-kra-tid. ) 

Lescriptvm. Length about 165 mm. (6’5 in.). In colouration 
this bird exactly resembles the last species (^1. nrAardi), of whicli it 
is a miniature, except tliat the bill is proportionately larger. 

Iris dark brown. Upper mandible and tip of lower dark brown, 
remainder of lower mandible yellowish or pinkish flesh-colour. Legs 
pale yellowish flesh-colonr. Claws horn-colour. 

Bisirihution. Recorded, up to the present^ only from Northernj 
Central and l^eninsnlar Siam. 

Tlahih, etc. A resident species, with liabits precisely similar to 
those of A. richardif just described, in whose company the bird is fre¬ 
quently found. This is not meant to implj" that Pipits are in the least 
gregarious*—I should rather describe them as solitary—but botli these 
species occur in the same fields, feeding near each other. This Pipit is 
a regular frequenter of onr lawns, except during the breeding season 
(March to July or August), when it keeps to the fields. 
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*50 (849). Jinthus cervinus (Pall). Tke Recl-ikroaied 

Pipit, 

Anthus certf'nm^ Willliunson, iloiirn, N. H. B. Blnm I, p. 108. 

Descriptw'iu Lengih about 159 mrn* {6.25 in*). The whoiB upper 
plumage blackish brown, with fulvous or pale rufous mat gins to the 
feathers ; wings and tail dark brown, edged with pale fulvous, the outer¬ 
most pair of tail-feathers with a long diagonal streak on the terminal 
two-tliirds of their length, the penultimate pair witli a small white 
tip; superciliiim, cheeks, chin, throat and breast vinous or cinnamoii- 
red, the breast with a few black streaks ; sides of the breast more 
thickly streaked ; remainder of lower plumage fulvous, suffused with 
pink, the sides of the body heavily streaked with black ; lores and ear- 
coverts vinous-brown. 

Immature birds have the whole lower plumage fulvous, and the 
whole breast and the sides of the body with very broad black streaks. 
According to Oates (Fatm. BnL Tnd.^ Birds II, p 810), *'at each suc¬ 
cessive spring moult the young bird acquires more and more vinous on 
the head and breast, and probably becomes fully adult in tliree years/^ 

Iris dark brown. Upper mandible and tip of lower dark brown, 
remainder of lower mandible yellowish horn-colour. Legs dusky flesh- 
colour ( 3 "elIowish flesh-colour—Oates). Claws horn-colour. 

Bistributwn. So far apparently recorded only from Bangkok, 
Central Siam, 

Ifahiis, Similar to those of the last two species described, 
and found in tlie same localities, viz., the open fields round the City. 
This i.s a cold weather visitor. The first specimen obtained here was 
shot by Mr. E. G. Herbert in March 1914, and I have since obtained it 
regularly in February and March, when it is fairl}^ common. It must, 
however, also be found in the earlier months of the cold season. 

Family .4J>AUHIJ7^™Larks. 

"*"60. Alauda gulgula sala SvTinh. The Formosan Sky- 

Lavh, 

Ahtwhf guhjiUa ^pnrt.'^. Gatos, Fauna Brit. Ind,, Birds H, p, 326. 

Ahimiif ijulijida mlu, Williaaison, Jouru, H. H. S. Siam II p. 60. 

Siamese, flu (Nok km-cliab fon). 
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Description. Length up to 165 mm. ( 6.5 in. ). Upper plu¬ 
mage dark brown, the feathers broadly edged with fulvous; quills 
brown, narrowly tipped whitish—the first two or three primaries being 
edged with pale fulvous, while the edges of the remaining wing- 
feathers are more or less rufous ; tail brown, edged with fulvous, ex¬ 
cept the outermost pair of tail-feathers which are white ( barring the 
base of the inner web), and the penultimate pair, which have the outer 
web white ; a pale supercilium from the nostrils to the ear-coverts ; 
lower plumage pale fulvous, except the breast and flanks, which are 
darker, the cheeks being slightly, and the breast boldly, streaked with 
brown and black, respectively. 

Iris brown. Upper mandible dark horn-colour, lower dull 
whitish, dusk)” at tip. Legs pinkish to brownish flesh. Claws pale horn- 
colour. 

Disirihiition. So for only recorded, by myself, from the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Bangkok, Central Siam. 

I have elsewhere ( antea, p. 60 ) dealt fully with the occurrence 
of this bird in Siam—a fact which is of some interest, as it has only 
been procured, hitherto, in Formosa and South Hainan. There is no 
record of its occurrence in Iiido-China, which would be expected, while 
it is represented in South China by another race, A. g. ccelivox. 

riahits, etc. A resident here, and to be found in the open 
fields round Bangkok. I have not taken its eggs, but young birds 
procured in April and May appear to be referable to this species. 
If so, its time of nesting is probably much the same as that of its con¬ 
gener, A. g. gidgula, which is said by Oates to breed in Burma from 
December to April. 

This bird is a true Sky-Lark, and sings while soaring on the 
wing in exactly the same manner as its European congener, from which 
it differs mainly in its smaller size. An}’’ one walking across tlie 
fields round Bangkok, especially during the months when it is breed¬ 
ing, cannot foil, if lie has an attentive ear, to note the continuous out¬ 
pouring of the song of this bird, and a search sky-wards will soon re¬ 
veal one or more of them, on fluttering wings. 

The Siamese appear to have the same name for this bird as for 
the following species, to which it certainly bears a very close general 
resemblance. It differs from Mirafra cantillans williamsoni by its 
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longer and more slender bill, its larger size ( wing up to 90 mm. 
against a luaximnm of 76 mm. ), and its mncli longer and sfcraighter 
hind claw. In A. g. mla this is as much as 25 mm. in length, while 
in jli. c, wilUamsoni the hind chw does not exceed 9 mm. and is 
more curved. 

"^61. Mirafra cantillans williamsoui Stuart Baher. The 
Btmgkok White-tailed Buslt-Larh. 

Mivafra carUiUans f^part,), Oates, Foun. Brit. India, Birds II, p. 333» 

Mirafra caMtlkms wiliimnsoni^ Stuart Baker^ Bull, Biit. Oru. Club, 

IsV CCX (1915), p. 0. 

Siamese, w flu (Nok kra-chab foo). 

Description. Length about 142 in in. ( 5.6 in.). Upper plu¬ 
mage dark brown, with narrow grej-browm margins to the feathers ; 
wing-coverts brown, with pale rufous margins ; primanes and secon¬ 
daries with rufous edges to the outer webs ; outer pair of tail-feathers 
white, except for a brown diagonal band at the base of the inner web, 
the penultimate pair white on the outer web only, and the remaining 
featliers dark browni with pale edges ; lores and superciliimi fulvous to 
pale rufous ; sides of the head mottled wdtli brown and pale rufous ; 
chill and throat whitish ; remainder of lower plumage fulvous, darker 
on the thighs and under tail-eoverfcs, and w-ith the breast washed wdth 
rufous and streaked with brown. 

Iris brown. Upper mandible dark horn-colour, lower pale 
horny. Legs pale 0esh-colom% Claws pale horn-colour. 

Stuart Baker, by whom this bird jiamed, has made the fol¬ 
lowing observations regarding its differences from its two nearest 
allies 

It is nearest, not to typical If. cantiUans from West and 
Central India, but to Af jyMlippensis from Manilla and the Philippines, 

“ From Af* cantilUms it differs in being much smaller, with a 
wing varying between 68 and 73 mm./ as against 73 to 82 mm. in 
that bird. The upper surface is very much darker and the lower sur¬ 
face also decidedly so. In Mirafra cantillam cantiUam the general 
tone of the upper plumage is a rufous sandj% the pale edges of the 
feathers dominating the dark centres ; in M. c. witUamsoni the general 

* I have a specimen with a wiag of 76 mm. 
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aspect of the Lack is dark brown, the edges of the feathers beingsmueli 
narrower, and grey or grey-brown in tint, 

''From i/. c. it differs in being ^rather paler and 

less black above, and in being decidedly darker and duller in tint 
below. Ever}' specimen in the series also shows some rufous on the 
breast and flanks, which is never present in M, c. j^hilippetms^ and 
there are also fewer markings on the breast and lower tliroat tlian there 
are in that bird*’* 

DisiribiUion, So far only recorded from the vicinity of Bang- 
koh, Central Siam. 

JlahitSj cC'c. This a common resident bird, occurring in the 
fields outside Bangkok. 

Family NECTAIIINIIBJE;- Sunbirds. 

62 (898h Arachnechtlira flammazillaris (Blyth), 77w 
Burmese Yelloic-breasted Stinhird, 

Cf/ritfsUmitt'f Jimnmiun liari.i, llohlmon and K loss, Ihis llKl, jn 77: 
Robinson, Jonni. F. M, S. Mus. A' (11)15) p, 152 ; Gvlileiistolpc 
UUG, p. 3H. 

Anwioiecldhnt Gyldenstolpe 1913, p. 44- 

Siamese, •unnwilfl ( Nok kin-pli )i 

Description. Lengtli about J10 mm. (4'.3 in*), Male. Upper 
pliiniagG olive-brown, greenish on the rump and upper tail-coverts; the 
two middle pairs of tail-feathers entirely black, the others with white 
tips becoming progressively larger iintilj on tlie outermost pair, nearly 
one-third of the terminal portion is white; chin, throat and breast rich 
metallic purple, bordered by rich steel-blue ; below the breast a band 
of dull rust}^ red, passing into dull black ; axillaries orange-red ; abdo¬ 
men, vent a!id under tail-coverts yellow ; sides of body dusky yellow ; 
wings brown, edged with groenisli brown ; under wing-coverts yellow¬ 
ish white; edge of the wing yellow. Female. Differs from the male 
in having the entire lower plumage yellow, and in the absence of the 
orange-red asillaries, 

iris brown (light brown — Oates)* Bill, legs and claws blackish* 

Disiribuiion. Recorded, so far, from all the divisions of the 
country except the Eastern and Western* lb must, Itow-ever, be found 
in them also, as it has been reported by Oustalefc from French liido- 
Cliina, and occurs in Tenasserim* 
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JlalnU, Tills bird is a resident species, and is a fre<|iienfc visitor 
to -our gardens, wire re it iiinst attract attention owing to its general 
resemblance to a Htimming-bircl. The male, whose metallic purplish 
blue throat and breast are veiy noticeable, has c|uitea pretty little song 
ill the breeding season. The birds are generally to be seen in pairs/and 
they are very partial to the large, brighlly coloured Rowers of the 
Hibiscus, into wliicli, while clinging to a convenient stalk, they insert 
tiieir heads and long curved bills for the nectar and iniinite 
I insects on wliich the}?" feed. They are unable to poise tliemselves in 

the air above a flower, as Humming-birds do, except for very brief 
intervals^ and then only as a preliminary to settling on a stem. Their 
ordinary note is a double one, iwest-iiueet, 

do ( 903 ), Anthothreptes malacceusis ( Scop.), The 
Brown-throated Sundrird, 

Anthonurpte.^ niahwcfn^i^^ Ogilvio-Gmiit, Fuse. I\rnhy, Birds (FJOo), 
p. 73 : Bohtiison, doiini F, H, S. Hns. V (I9l5j, u, 152 ; iih Ibis 
1915, p. 757, 

Anthrplei^ Cyldenstolpc 1916, p. 34. 

Siiiraese, ijfi nw Uo (Nok kin-pli). 

BescripUon. Length about 127 mm. {5 in.). Mab. Forehead, 
crown, nape and sides of the neck metallic green or Jilac, according to 
the angle from which viewed ; rump and upper tail-coverts metallic 
violrt purple; lores and sides of the head dull brownish green ; 
a stripe from the gape down the lower side of the throat, metallic 
purple ; chin and lliroat cinnanion-brown ; lower plumage yellow, 
tinged with green on the Ranks and vent; iiiider wiiig-coverts and 
axillaries yellowish white ; outermost pair of tail-featliers brown, the 
others becoming successively darker (until those in the middle of the 
tail are dark bluish brown), and witii a gradually increasing amount 
of metallic purple or green on the outer webs ; lesser wing-coverts 
metalhc pur]>le ; median and greater wing-coverts olive-brown, t]])ped 
with cinnamon ; rpiills brown, edged with olive-green. Tertiale, 
per pill mage dull yellowish green ; sides of head greenish yellow, the 
ear-coverts dark j lower plumage yellow, greenish on flanks ] tail brown, 
very narrowly tipped paler, and with all the feathers, except the outer- 
most pair, edged with yellowish green on the outer webs ; wings and 
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wi 11 g-uoverts dark brown , edged with Yellowish green* 

Iris reddish brown* Upper manclLblo and anterior half of lower, 
horn}? brown, remainder pale orange-horny. Legs yellowish green, soles 
yellow to orange-yellow. Claws greenish liorn-colonr, 

J/kirilmiion, Kecorded from Central, South-eastern and Penin¬ 
sular Siam, 

Ilalnls^ thtj. Very similar to the last species and, I think, just 
as common in Bangkok* The male is one of our most lovely birds, 
with its beautifid metallic upper pliinioge, one of the peculiarities of 
which is that it varies from dark green to lilac according to the manner 
in which the light falls* It is a larger bird than the one last des¬ 
cribed, and has a loud and rather insistent note of three syllables, 
cku-chu-cku^ repeated many times, but 1 have not observed the male to 
have any song, as in tliat of AracImecJdhra Jlammaxillaris. 

64 ( 911), Chaleoparia phoeuicotis (Temm.), Ihe 

cheek, 

Chithtjmnfi GjkleiistolpG Dio, p* 4-5 ; id. B>1G, p* 34. 

DoscnjjUoit. Length about 112 mm, (4,4 in, ), Male. The 
whole upper plumage and lesser wing-coverts brilliant metallic emerald- 
green ; lores blackish; cheeks and ear-coverts rich cojyper-colour, 
bordered below by a line of rich metallic lilac ^ chim throat and breast 
ferruginous buff; abdomen, sides of body, vent and under tail-coverts 
yellow ; under wing-coverts white to very pale yellow ; greater wing- 
coverts black, edged with metal lie green ; wings dark brown, some' 
times narrowly edged with whitish ; outer tail-feathers brown, the 
others dark bluish brown, more or less edged with metallic green* 
Female, The lower plumage like that of the male; upper plumage and 
losser wing-coverts olive-green ; greater wing-coverts and wings brown, 
edged with yellowish green; tail brown (middle feathers darker) 
edged with yellowish green. 

Iris iake-reck Bill black. Mouth yellow (Oates). Legs yel¬ 
lowish green* Claws yellowish horny. 

Fistribuimt. Recorded by Gyldenstolpe from Nortliern, Cen¬ 
tral and Eastern Siam, while I have obtained it from Bangnara in the 
Pen ins 111 at' division of the country, and from tliip-bon, in South¬ 
eastern Sianip The only part from whioli it has not yet been reported 
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is, therefore, the Western division, but it must occur there, as it is 
found ill Tenasserim. 

Tlahiis, Ac. The only Bangkok specimens in nij^ possession are 
a pair ( d and 9 ) obtained by Mr, E, G, Herbert on tlio west side 
of the river, where there are extensive tracts of fruit-gardens inter¬ 
spersed with large trees, and that gentleman informed me that lie had 
seen the bird on other occasions* I do not think it is found in the 
more open districts of tlie east side of the river, Gyldenstolpe reports 
this species as rather commonin Eastern, Central and Northern 
Siam, bub tliat is not my experience in the parts I have visited* I 
should rather be inclined to say tliat, while widely distributed, it is 
nowhere abundant* 

The male of this bird vies with that of the last species in the 
beauty of its colouring, and the glossy metallic green of its upper 
plumage is most attractive* 

Family Flower-peckers* 

65 (912). Dics&um cruentatum (Linn.), The Scarlet- 
hacked Flower-pecker. 

Dtcaeum Ogilv-ie~Grant, Fnsc. Malay. Birds (11)05), p. 74f 

Robinson and Kloss. Ibis 1011, p. 78 : Gykienstolpe lOlB, p. 4G : 
Robinson, Journ. F,M.S. Mus, V (1915), p* 152 ^ Gnirdnor, *lourn. 
N. H* S. Siam I. ( 1015), p. 149; Gyldenstolpa, ibid, p- 171; Robin¬ 
son, Ibis 1915, p. 755. 

Dicaeitm crae^rtifUim eoceinea, Gykleiistolpe 1916, p. 35. 

Siamese, yn d^Wfl SiQU (Nok si-chomp’hu suan). 

T] 

Description. Length about 89 mm. (3*5 in*). Male. Forehead, 
crown, nape, back, rump and upper tail-coverts crimson ; lores, sides 
of the head and neck, wings and tail black ; upper wing-coverts black 
with a bluLsh gloss ; lower plumage pale buff, the sides of the breast 
black, and the sides of the body ashy brown ; under wing-coverts and 
axillaries wliite. Female. Head, nape and back olive-green, the 
centres of the feathers of the crown darker; rmnp and upper tail- 
coverts red ; tail black ; the whole lower plumage asliy?^ buff, darker on 
the sides of the neck and bod}^; wing-feathers dark brown, edged on 
the outer webs with olive-green. 

Iris dark brown* Bill black (fully adult male); upper mandible 
dark horny, lower mandible pale slate—^tip dusky (female, and 3 ^ounger 
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ninle). Mouth black ( male ), flesli-coloiir to orange ( female). Legs 
dark brown to blackish. Claws dark liornj". 

Referring to Gylclenstolpe^s remarks (oji. 1916, p. 35j as to the 
wing-measiirements of the Siamese bird, it maj- be of interest to record 
that three adult males in my collection from Sriraclia (S* E, Siam), 
Bangkok (0. Siam) and naiigiiara (Pen, Siam), respectively, all have 
the wing measuring 48 mm, 

DistriJnUion^ Recorded from all the divisions of the country, 
except the Eastern, where, however, I have observed it at Miiak-lek, 
ill the Dong Rek hills. It is, thus, to be found all over Siam, and in 
many places is one of the common species, 

Jfahiis^ &e* Tliis very small resident bird is abundant here, 
but possibly often escapes observation, despite the scarlet upper pliini- 
age of the mates, by its habit of keeping mostly to the topmost twigs 
of trees. It is, moreover, of restless disposition, and seldom remains 
long in one place, but it betra 3 ^s its presence b}^ its rather staccato 
little note of cJd-cld-chi-cM, rapidly repeated many times. Judging by 
captive specimens I have had, it appears to Uv^e chiefly on fruit, but it 
also doubtless takes small insects, and it makes a bright and pretly 
little cage-bird. 

66. (914). Dicseum chrysorrhoeum Temm. The Yellow- 

venteri Flower-pecker, 

/>/ ca^um ch n/Bon'heum^ U cl) i 11 soii i) n d ]\ I oss, 1 his 1911, p. 78. 

Diaetn/} rhn/Bo/ThiPtmh (jiyliienstolpe, Jourii. If. 11, S Siam I. (1915), 
p, 171 : Robinson. Ibts 1915, p, 75(1, 

Ih’etentn v/ny/Bonlttvam, (RIdenstoIpe 1916, p 36 

BeseripiioiU Lengtli about 102 mm. (4 in,). Upper plumage 
and lesser wing-eoverts yellowish green, brighter on the rump and 
upper tail-coverts ; tail blackish ; greater wing-coverts dark brown on 
the inner webs and yellowish green on tlie outer; wings blackish 
brown, the primaries and secondaries narrowly, and the tertiaries 
broadly^ edged with yellowish green ; sides of the head and neck yel¬ 
lowish green ; lores, cheeks, chin and throat white, with a greenish 
brown mandibular streak below the cheeks ; lower plumage whitish, 
boldly streaked with greenish brown ; iiiidar tail-coverts orange-yellow 
to pale orange ; under wing-coverts and axillarios wliite. 

Iris orange-red to brigkt brick*red. Upper mandible and tip of 


JOCKX. X-Vr. JUST, SOC. SLAM. 


THE BIRDS OF BANGKOK. 


3f3 


lower blackish, remainder bluish slate* Mouth bhck* (flesh-colour 
—Oates), Legs dark plumbecus* Claws dark horn*cf>loiir. 

Distribution. So far recorded only from Northern, Southern 
and Peninsular Siam, but I have also obtained it in Bangkok, Central 
Siam, and at Moak-Iek, in the Eastern division of the country. 

Habits. Ac. My only Bangkok specimen was pui'cliased from 
a bird-catcher here, who informed me positively that he had trapped 
it ill this place, and that he got single birds now and them I see no 
reason to doubt tliis statement, though neither I nor my collectors 
have come across the bird in Bangkok. The fact is, it is ratlier rare 
evetywhere, and onlj’' single specimens are usually obtained. 1 have 
personally met with the bird twice only—once at Sriracha, S. E. Siam, 
and the second time at Muak^lek, in the Eastern division of the King¬ 
dom. It is easily distinguished from the other Flower-peckers by its 
streaked lower parts and its yellow under tail-coverts* 

* 67 (922). Piprisoma modestum (Hume). Humes 
Flower-jiecker. 

Pipn^oynff mofksfitvh Bobinson, aud Klass, Ibis 1911, p. 79 i Gyldeii- 
stolpo ]916, p. 87. 

Piprisoma modest am modestum^ Robinson, Ibis 1915, p. 756. 

Siamese, un t VimtJ (Nok si-p’hlai). 

Deseripdion. Length about 102 mm. {4 in.). Upper plumage 
dusky olive-green, lighter on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings 
and tail dark brown, edged with olive-green, and the tail feathers 
tipped white—veiy narrowly in the centre, and increasing!}’' so on 
the outer feathers ; lores whitish ; cliin and centre of throat white ; 
sides of the head and neck ashy brown, in some specimens with a faint 
green tinge; lower plumage whitish to sullied yellowish white, streaked 
with greenish brown. 

Iris pale brick-red. Upper mandible and lip of lower dark 
horn-colour, remainder of bill plumbeous. Mouth orange. Legs dark 
a late-col our. Claws horn-colour, 

Bistributmi* In the papers quoted above, this bird is recorded 
from Northern, South-eastern and Peninsular Siam, but I have 
also obtained it in Bangkok and at Muak-lekj in the Central and 

* AduU feiimle, 28tb December, Srlraeba, S E. Siam. 
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Eastern divisions, respectively. It thus remains to be reported only 
from Western Siam, where it is almost certain to be found, as it is 
recorded from the Malay Peninsula and also from Pegu in lower Burma. 

Hahifs, f&c. I Iiave, on one or two occasions, purchased speci- 
mens of this Fiower-peclcer, in Bangkok, from tlie bird-catcher refer¬ 
red to in connection witli the last species, and he informed me he had 
caught them here. As the man lives in Bangkok, and traps most of 
his birds on the trees round about liis house, I think his statement 
may be accepted, I have not met with tins species at large locally, 
but as it is very small, and of dingy colouration, it is likely to escape 
observation. In some places it appears to be fairlj^ common. Eobin- 
son (Ibis 19IS, p. 756) records four specimens as having bean obtained 
Mr, C* Boden Kloss at Ok Yam, in South-eastern Siam, while I 
saw several (of which one was shot and preserved) at Muak-lek in 
the Eastern division of the countr}-- 


( To he continued. ) 
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